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of the national Church. Just as in the twelfth century, the
struggle with the Roman Church first weakened the supremacy
of the Norman kings, and prepared the way for the struggle
of the Papacy and Empire in the following century, so the
first blow to the Anglican Church at once threatened the
supremacy of the parliamentary aristocracy, and opened a
door for the entrance of a democratic age. Louder and
louder sounded the demand for the reform of Parliament.
Once again, though in an entirely different fashion, there was
revealed that contrast between the regions of the South-East
and the North-West which had proved so momentous in the
history of England. Often in earlier centuries had the
powers of progress pitched their camp in the plains of the
South-East; but since that date the mountainous country
of the North-West had emerged from seclusion. Here lay
the mines and the manufacturing towns of modern England.
Here an entire transformation of the old social relations was
in progress. For the country-people continued to stream
into the towns; and these large and prosperous industrial
centres were imperiously demanding parliamentary repre-
sentation, while the wretched boroughs of the South-West
were falling more and more into decay/'*

(b) " What wonder that this peaceful reform was extolled
by the moderate Liberals of the Continent as a fresh proof
of English hereditary wisdom ; even Dahlmann saw in the
reform only a wholesome reformation of the existing con-
stitutional authorities, since he, like his master Montesquieu,
looked upon the Lower House as a democratic counterpoise
to the Upper House. It was only a few clear-sighted Con-
servatives who appreciated the importance of this great and
far-reaching change. In a brilliant article in a Prussian
official newspaper, Hegel2 prophesied that this reform would
shake the power of the old parliamentary aristocracy to
its very foundations; and the sequel proved him correct.

1  Deutsche Geschichte, iv. pp. 21-2.                                               **

2  This essay, " Ueber die englische Reform-Bill/' is reprinted in Hegel's
Werke, vol. xvii. (Berlin, 1835), pp. 425 ei seq.    It was contributed to the
Allgemeine preussische Staatszeitung in 1831.